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interim period the British Parliament had the ultimate
responsibility for the security of India and it was necessary,
therefore, that British troops should remain.
The parity question was perhaps the most important of
all. If Congress leaders were not prepared t j swallow parity
formula at the first Simla Conference how could they
swallow it now ? The revulsion of nationalist public feeling
against it was so strong that its author Mr. Bhulabhai Desai
was completely discredited and disowned. It, indeed, marked
the cuLnination of tne appeasement policy carried on
vigorously by Mr. Raja^opalachari and nationalist public
opinion punished the bundling appeasement-waia by relegat-
ing him to the limbo of oDiivicn. The Congress rightly refus-
ed to entertain the communal parity idea when it was put
officially in the forefront at Simla for tne first time and
equally rightly had it declined to entertain it now.
Mr. jinnah was too obstinate to budge an inch from the
parity formula but as Pandit Nehru observes, even if it is
conceded that the Muslims constitute a separate nation and
that there are two, tnree, four and more nations in India,
the problem is how these different ** nations " are to get along
together- To repeat in season and out of season that the
Muslims are a separate nation in this country does not solve
the problem and the modern tendency is for the idea of a
nation not to be confused with the idea of a State, Look,
for instance, at the Soviet Union whose solution of the
problem of nationalities is sometimes cited as a model. The
Soviet Union is not a national State, it is a multi-national
Union* Even assuming that Mr, Jinnah is correct, which,
of course, he is not, it does not follow necessarily that a
separate Muslim nation must have a separate national State*
This confusion may give rise to all manner of complexities
which the Muslim League's leadership completely ignores.
The Muslim League leadership is addicted to the habit of
calling the Congress a purely Hindu body. It has rather
gone so far as to say that Muslim rights are not safe in the
hands of the Congress. And this is the basis of their parity
formula and the no-faith-in-the-Congress declaration, While
clearing the position my friend S. Darbara Singh, a professor
of the Khalsa College, Amritsar, surveys the activities of the
Indian National Congress in the following paragraphs :